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When the whole world 

is globalized, you’re 

going to be able to set  

fire to the whole thing 

with a single match. 

    ~ René Girard  
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Students, faculty, staff, and members of the 
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Religions both “bind and blind” us. They bind 

communities together by creating a sense of 

common purpose and shared source of meaning. 

But the intensity of those bonds can also blind 

us to the humanity of those living outside our 

group. In our increasingly globalized world,  

where individual destinies are deeply entwined 

with those of every other human being on our  

planet, some have argued we can no longer  

afford religious divisions and must cultivate  

more cosmopolitan identities. Does religion 

menace our globalized world? Must religious 

particularity give way to cosmopolitanism?  

And is a global community founded exclusively 

on values rooted in our common humanity  

really possible—let alone desirable? 

George A. Dunn is a Professor of  

Philosophy and Religion who has  

taught at IUPUI, the University of  

Indianapolis, and the Ningbo Institute  

of Technology (in mainland China).  

He has edited or co-edited numerous 

books on philosophy and popular  

culture, most recently The Philosophy 

 of Christopher Nolan (Lexington, 

2017). He is currently editing Leo 

Strauss in China about the reception 

of Strauss's thought in the Chinese  

academy, and René Girard and the 

Western Philosophical Tradition. 




